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CHAPTER I 
THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED 
I. THE PROBLEM 
Stat~nt of th_g ,ru:oblem. The teaching of Literature 
to eighth grade children is often surrounded by the most 
delightful emotions and sentiments. Many a devoted teacher 
has sensed an achievement in the teaching of literature 
which is far beyond the power of words to express. The 
teacher often feels many a child has learned from idealis-
tic writing a love for the beautiful and a striving for the 
good which cannot be measured by any calculating machine. 
Experience, intuition, insight tell the teacher that these 
changes have been wrought in the child. 
It would be interesting to know and to be able to 
prove that a reading of Ivanhoe or Little Women helps a 
child. It would be satisfying to be able to pin-point the 
emotional effect of such reading. Does Ivanhoe teach a 
boy bravery? Does it teach a boy to toughen his sinews so 
that he can ride through and over all kinds of obstacles? 
Does it teach him bravery in conquering fear? Does his 
own power and fortitude suffice to win over the hardest of 
obstacles although his family may doubt him? 
Does Little Wom~ teach a girl heroic self-
sacrifice? Does it teach her that there is a happiness in 
living for others? These are questions which are hard to 
answer with any kind of recording machine. Nevertheless, 
2 
we make some effort to record the effects of literature on 
the adolescent mind . It seems to be worthwhile to try to 
measure some effects of literature taught in the Junior High 
School. 
The pro lem studied in this thesis is stated thus: 
!!la! ~~£.t gg~ .§~1~~_teq ~i&h~b ~!! li.t~rat:w.:~ have .Q!! 
!h~ sgcial ~~lue s QL £h±ldr~n? 
Up to the present time it can hardly be hoped that 
techniques have been perfected for measuring the effects of 
literature on the mind of a child. It would , however, seem 
to be worthwhile to consider what techniques have been 
developed in the attempt to measure effects. It would seem 
to be useful also to experiment with methods for studying 
the effects of literature. 
Many studies have been conducted in fields which are 
similar to this one. For example, many tests dea with 
traits of character and personality. They help to deter-
mine what traits a given person has. Such tests have a 
goal which is somewhat similar to, and yet different from, 
the goal of this thesis. The tests just mentioned are not 
of a "before and after" type. They do not try to see 
whether causes can be found for the attitudes or changes of 
attitudes in a child. 
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For the purpose of this thesis studies have been 
made similar to those which find out the traits of a person. 
The studies have, to some extent, been experiments to see 
whether it is possible to find attitudes of students , 
changes of attitudes, and possible relations of cause and 
effect between the reading of literature and those changes. 
Satisfying data and conclusions reached through 
studies of this type . might be used in several ways. The 
study may provide data which would show that certain ways 
of teaching literature should be emphasized and perhaps 
adopted where not now used; what types of literature to 
select for the classroom; what types may be dropped as 
ineffective; whether greater time and attention should be 
given to the teaching .of literature, and so on. 
II. DELIMITATION 
J!~itu~~$. In order to better organize this study 
and clarify its purpose, it has been found to be expedient 
to outline the actual social values to be measured, to see 
just what area the study attempted to cover. Some questions 
which arise in making a study of this type have been con-
sidered. 
Just what social values should be considered? Why 
these particular values; what areas of living do they in-
clude; are they pertinent to this particular group, and so on. 
Only after careful consideration of such points has 
a suitable method of measuring been decided on, or appro-
priate test items selected. 
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The following areas have been considered in making 
this study because of their interest and importance to 
children in the eighth grade, having been determined after 
much discussion with, and observation of, the children them-
selves and the community in which they live, and following 
consultation with teachers, principals, social workers and 
clergy concerning pertinent problems and points of interest 
of children of this age. 
I. Family relations; such as: 
A. Attitudes of respect and love for parents and 
other relatives at home 
1. Duties carried out under directions of 
parents, as: 
a. Proper care of self 
b . Proper care of clothes and room 
c. Chores at mealtime 
2. Work for other employers; parents say child 
should be punctual, honest , dependable, etc. 
3. Play, following instructions of parents, 
punctual return from play, use of playthings 
with others, learning team work with other 
children in the home and neighborhood 
B. Special attitudes may arise for children whose 
parents are separated 
II. Good citizenship in regard to: 
A. Obedience to police regulations, especially as to 
traffic and safety 
B. Payment of taxes 
c. Pride in appearance of property as a part of 
community improvement 
D. Participation in voting, also in some civic 
organization 
E. Study of issues and candidates when voting 
III. Social relationships; such as: 
A. Getting along with the fellow next door, respecting 
his rights and his property, and his feelings 
B. Respect for the authority of teachers or employers 
c. Possessing traits such as kindness , honesty, 
self-control, in dealing with colleagues, at work 
or at school 
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The attitudes listed above were not chosen on a pre-
conceived judgment that they would be better or lacking in 
the children tested, but were merely points to be considered 
in finding trends of thinking among the group. No expected 
or desired outcome was aimed at. Rather it was the purpose 
of the test to see if there was a relationship between the 
existing attitudes and the works read in a typical eighth 
6 
grade literature class for one semester. As no control 
group was used it must be surmised that outside factors may 
have influenced the children and have been responsible for 
attitudes in some degree. However, it was hoped that 
general trends of thinking might point to the reading as 
a cause for the existence or development of certain atti-
tudes on the part of the pupils involved. 
III. DEFINITION OF TERMS 
As certain terms used in this thesis have various 
possible interpretations it is necessary to define them as 
they are meant in this paper. 
The problem studied in this thesis reads thus: What 
effect does selected eighth grade literature have on the 
social values of children? 
A. Social values 
The term most difficult to define in the above 
question is "social values". While it may seem that in 
every society there are certain uniform accepted standards, 
it must be realized that the word "society" in itself may 
mean millions of people. There is no proof that all groups 
have the same set of standards. It is obvious, then , that 
"social values" cannot be applied to too wide an area. It 
would seem to be expedient to define the term as relating 
to a small group, to the community involved in this study. 
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Keeping in mind t hat the term "social values" in this 
thesis means the social values only of the citizens of 
Jefferson County, Colorado, where this study has been made, 
consider the following definition taken from the Dictiona~ 
of Educa tiQD, compiled by Good. 
Social values are standards that are accepted by 
society as the criteria for the evaluation of the 
thoughts, objectives and actions of individuals or 
groups and that serve as the basis of social approval 
and disapproval, rewards and punishments.l 
The word society in the above definition is used in 
a general way, so to speak , connoting that standards may 
differ in different societies. This particular dictionary 
would seem to be more desirable than others in defining 
terms used in this thesis since it defines terms as they are 
used in a more literal manner. In an ordinary dictionary 
each word would have to be defined separately, as is done in 
a Webster's dictionary. The definitions are as follows: 
"social 11 --pertaining to men as living in society; 
••• living in co~~unities; a party or social function.2 
"values"--that which renders anything useful or 
estimable; price; importance; excellence; to estimate 
the worth of; appraise; esteem.3 
p. 926. 
While these definitions may give a more exact meaning 
1 Carter V. Good, Qictionar~ Qf EducatiQD, p. 378. 
2 Joseph Devlin, Webster's ~!QYed Diction~ry, 
3 Ibid. , p. 1078. 
to each word, they do not explain the term as it is used 
in this thesis. 
No criteria can be used on which to base the values 
that have been considered since it cannot be assumed there 
are standards universally accepted, yet some standards had 
to be set up if values were to be measured. As the stan-
dards are those of a relatively small area it makes this 
less difficult. The people of Jefferson County have set 
up standards of behavior by approving and adopting, as a 
code of behavior, certain ordinances that regulate conduct 
in this area. 
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The study has been made in four towns, all of which 
are in the County of Jefferson. All four towns, therefore, 
have the same laws and ordinances forbidding or approving 
certain types of behavior. 
Jefferson County adjoins the metropolitan area of 
Denver, Colorado. It has adopted the same ordinances as 
Denver with the exception only of minor changes such as 
speed limits or load limits, etc., on certain streets or 
roads. Laws regulating social behavior are the same. 
B. An ~2rn~rim~n! 
In the statement of the problem the word "experiment" 
appears. Again the Dictiona~ Qf Education seems to offer 
the best definition of the term as it is used in this study. 
It follows: 
9 
''experiment"---( 1) the trial of a planned procedure 
accompanied by control of conditions and/or controlled 
variation of conditions together with observation of 
results for the purpose of discovering relationships and 
evaluating the reasonableness of a given hypothesis; (2) 
an integral part of any learning process, usually with 
less conscious attention to the elements listed under 
(1) and containing more of the trial-and-error element.4 
The second part of the above definition is the more 
appropriate for this particular study. Since it is impossi-
ble to control outside factors that may influence the atti-
tudes of children, or change their attitudes over a period 
of time, it must be recognized that this study has been 
made with a non-controlled group. Many of the social values 
tested were concerned with home life and social relation-
ships outside of school. It is necessary, therefore, to 
realize that personal family problems, such as divorce, or 
organizations such as Girl Scouts or Boy Scouts may well 
have been the cause for certain attitudes the child has. 
The other terms used in the statement of the problem 
would seem to be self-explanatory. 
The selected eighth grade literature consisted of 
the prescribed reading for all eighth grade pupils in 
Jefferson County. No control group was used or special 
literature employed for this study. The children referred 
to were the eighth grade pupils of four Junior High Schools 
in separate towns in the same county. 
4 Good , QQ. cit., p . 161. 
------------------------------............. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
In this chapter works related to this study are 
reviewed. While a few works were found to be closely re-
lated many were found that were less closely related. 
These shall be reviewed as groups rather than singly. 
While many works were found that deal with the 
methods of more effective teaching in the field of litera-
ture, or with the value of literature itself, no other work 
was found that exactly parallels this study. The article 
written by Helene W. Hartley5 seems to be more closely 
related than any other as her concern was directly with 
measuring effects of literature on junior high school pupils. 
Helene W. Hartley has written an article 1~eveloping 
Personality Through Books," which is somewhat similar to the 
study made for this thesis. The above mentioned author 
feels that in order most profitably to spend time and energy 
in the teaching of literature more should be known about the 
direct effects, if any, a course of literature has on pupils. 
In order to determine what these effects might be , Miss 
Hartley conducted an investigation among junior high school 
pupils as to the effect of reading on standards of honesty. 
'5-ffelene w. Hartley, 11 Developing Personality Through 
Books , " Engli~h .lQ!!r.n.s1, 40:198-204 , April, 1951. 
ll 
She tells in her article how the study was conducted, its 
results and the various probable underlying causes . She 
concludes , "We may consider the greatest value to lie in 
the power of literature to sensitize us to life in general 
rather than in its inculcating of specific attitudes or 
behaviors."6 
Another study that may be considered here is that of 
Olga Achtenhagen.7 Miss Achtenhagen, curious as to why 125 
seniors chose literature for another year when it was not 
required, questioned the students as to their choice and 
inquired what they expected to gain from the class. Many 
answers indicated the students had acquired certain atti-
tudes from the previous year's study of literature, and 
hoped to gain new ones in the coming year. As seniors in 
high school their thinking would be expected to be more 
mature, however, than that of junior high school pupils 
such as were considered in this study and this type of 
inquiry would be expected to be more fruitful of sage 
comment than a study conducted with eighth grade pupils. 
In Miss Achtenhagen's article the results of her 
questioning are given in detail. While these results 
clearly indicate that attitudes do change as a result of 
---;---1bid., p. 201. 
7 Olga Achtenhagen, "Living Literature," Educ12tional 
Revie!;, 74:42-6, June, 1927. 
• 
• 
reading and the manner in which a class of literature is 
conducted, they do not offer any means of measuring this 
change. 
Other works reviewed may be grouped as follows: 
I. Those works which suggest methods for more effective 
teaching of literature. 
Several authors have written articles on the more 
12 
effective teaching of literature in the secondary schools. 
These, first of all, offer suggestions for making literature 
more meaningful by showing how it is directly related to 
everyday life. They tell specifically what has been done 
through group discussions and actual class procedures. 
Richard s . .Alm8 has written such an article entitled, "Buzz 
Sessions About Books." Mr. Alm tells how the buzz session 
has proved useful in discussions of extensive reading in 
English classes. He gives a specific example of a session 
on family life. Pupils read various books and then in a 
class discussion noted relations between the reading and 
their daily living. Mr. Alm offers some questions that may 
be used to evaluate the buzz session as a classroom tech-
nique. These questions may be summed up briefly as follows: 
A. Are the students able to discuss their books 
freely in the small group? 
-s-Ri~i;;d s. Alm, "Buzz Sessions About Books, 11 
English Jour_ng!, 40:15, January, 1951. 
B. Has each student broadened his experiences 
through reading? 
C. Is each student able to contribute to the 
discussion? 
D. Does each student develop the skills necessary 
in order to communicate his ideas? 
E. Does each student develop a sense of responsi-
bility for his own and the group performance?9 
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Pearl Spinksl0 follows a similar line of thought in 
her article, "Life Brought to Literature Through Group Work." 
Miss Spinks suggests the most satisfactory way to develop 
an interest in +iterature is through the use of panel dis-
cussions. She thinks the pupils should feel responsible 
for the success of the lesson, and offers specific sugges-
tions for obtaining these results. A rating chart helps the 
groups evaluate their work. Group work with individual help 
given by the teacher, standards for grading and pupil 
responsibility are the main points of this method. 
It may be said that all of the works pertaining to 
methods of teaching literature stress the importance of 
careful selection of material interesting to pupil~, and 
class participation. Articles also seem to stress 
9 Ibid., pp. 15-16. 
10 Pearl Spinks, "Life Brought to Literature Through 
Group Work," English Journal, 39:201-205, April, 1950. 
____________________________ ............. ... 
• 
• 
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stimulation of further reading through better understanding 
and a feeling that books can answer many personal probl ems • 
I I . Those works which stress ideas imparted by books. 
Some articles deal with values in the subject matter 
of the books themselves. They point out that many experi-
ences may be obtained vicariously through the medium of 
books, that much of the understanding we have of other times 
or places is acquired through books. 
Frederic G. Melcherll says of books that they are the 
accounts of wars, elections, lives of great men, etc. 
Francis Brownell Phelpsl2 says books are a "transcript of 
life." In the article 11 Books and the Peace," Hanna Kisterl3 
says books not only record history, they are used to influ-
ence the thinking of people. Along this s ame vein of 
thought is the article "Litera ture in American Education,nl4 
which lists Hitler's "Mein Kampfu as an example of the 
influence of books on people. Norman Foersterl5 has written 
11 Frederic G. Melcher, "The Power of Books," 
gy~lishe~ World, 148:389, August 4, 1945. 
12 Francis Brownell Phelps, "Literature, A Guide to 
Social Living,tt Engli.§.b Journ.eJ., 39:340-1, June, 1950. 
13 Hanna Kister , "Boo.ks and the Peace," Publishers 
World, 145:1283-5, March 25, 1944 • 
14 Marjorie H. Nicolson, "Literature in American 
Education," .Americrul Scho.!.ar., 13 no 1:122-5, Januar y , 19~4. 
15 Norman Foerster, "Faith of t he Scholar," American 
Scholar, 13 no 2:225, April, 1944. 
I 
15 
an article in which he quotes R. B. Fosdick. "The histo-
rians, the philosophers, the artists, the poets, the 
novelists, 0 • • all those who fashion ideas, concepts, • 
it is they who really construct the world we live in.ul6 
III. Those works which stress the influence on emotional 
patterns. 
0 • 
It is the contention of some authors that books are 
a valuable tool in the rehabilitation of the emotionally 
ill. Books are cited as a means of helping the mentally ill 
as well as bringing about behavior changes in young people. 
1. Hirschl7 states that the therapeutic value of 
books according to his thinking, is greater than that of 
purposefully educational books. Lorine Hyerl8 tells how she 
helps students solve personality problems through reading 
and discussion. 
IV. Those works which analyze specific works of well-known 
authors. 
Certain articles analyz~ works of literature to 
comment on their message, their purpose and the underlying 
philosophy of the author. 
-----Ib--1 lbig., p. 225. 
17 Lore Hirsch, "How a Doctor Uses Books for Diagnos-
tic Purposes and to Restore Mental Health," Libraa .Q:QY.tnal, 
75:2046-9, December 1, 1950. 
18 Lorine D. Hyer, "Life Adjustment Through 
Literature," fJgglish Journal, 40:28-33, January, 1951. 
H. R. Floanl9 has made a study of Swift's attitude 
toward religion. He points out that his attitude is 
reflected in his works. Lucille Robinson20 shows how 
16 
Ronsard's attitudes toward the people influenced his writing. 
J. A Scharbach's21 article entitled Blake's §olution to 1he 
Problem Qf Evil a§ ,g Ke~ to .!;he Mi!lQJ: Prophetic Books pro-
ceeds to outline the underlying thinking behind Blake's 
writing. 
These articles suggest the fact that literature can 
influence attitudes. However, these articles are hardly 
concerned with material read by eighth grade pupils. 
19 Howard Russell Floan, Swift~ Atti~ude Ioward 
Relig~qg; University of Washington, abstracts and theses, 
faculty bibliography and research in progress, Vol. 7, 
1941-42, pp.78-79. 
20 Lucille Robinson, Rog~d's Attitudes Toward the 
People; University of Washington, abstracts and theses, 
faculty bibliography and research in progress, 1941-42, 
Vol. 7, pp. 181-2. 
21 John Alexander Seharbach, Blake's Solution to th~ 
.frobl~ of Evi.1 as ,g Key to the Minor .frophetic Book.§; 
University of Washington, abstracts and theses, faculty 
bibliography and research in progress, 1941-42, Vol. 7, 
pp. 86-87. 
CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY 
I. KIND OF RESEARCH 
Experimental. This type of study must be planned 
along experimental lines because of the nature of the 
material. It may be well to note here that the term experi-
ment was defined in Chapter I according to the Dictionar~ 
of ~£atiQQ by Gooct.22 Emphasis was given in Chapter I to 
the fact that experiments had to be carried on "with less 
conscious attention to controlled conditions and containing 
more of the trial-and-error element." 
II. SELECTION OF GROUPS 
Eighth gradg £Upi]..s in ![effe.t§.2n Count:y:. This group 
was selected for two reasons. First of all, it was most 
accessible and secondly, the administration and faculty were 
willing to let the study be made here . The eighth grade 
was chosen rather than pupils of another grade because 
pupils below the eighth grade do less thinking about general 
issues such as laws and the reason behind them. Eighth 
grade pupils are less likely than older pupils to write in 
22 Carter V. Good, DictiQngu .Qi: EducatiQ!h p. 161. 
.. 
• 
• 
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such a way as to curry favor with the teacher • 
III. SELECTION OF LITERATURE 
Prescribeg r~~ging. The literature used in this 
study consisted of the prescribed reading for eighth grades 
in Jefferson County. This study was made to determine, if 
possible, the influence of a regular course in literature 
on the adolescent mind rather than to select special 
material with the preconceived idea of using it to develop 
or change attitudes in the eighth grade pupils. 
IV. SELECTION OF TESTING MATERIAL 
Attitud~ !~ts. At first an attempt was made to 
find test items in personality tests. One such test was 
found. It is described as follows: "A behavior study 
designed to reveal the tendency of an individual toward 
domination or submission in his social relationships."23 
While such a test may be used to he lp students judge 
their qualifications for future occupations it was not 
thought to be useful for this thesis. 
Vernon and Linzey Allport also offer a type. of test 
called a Study of Values.24 This newly devised test aims 
23 Gordon Allport, A-S Reaction §tu~, Houghton, 
Mifflin Company. 
24 Vernon and Linzey Allport, §tudl of Val~~' 
Houghton, Miffl in Company. 
to measure the relative prominence of six basic interests 
or motives in personality, the theoretical, economical, 
esthetic, social, political and religious. 
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Another set of tests should be mentioned here, those 
prepared by Professor H. H. Remmers of Purdue University.25 
The questions in this set by Remmers at times could serve 
as models for questions in the tests in this thesis, except 
that they deal with specific racial groups, while this is 
not a factor in the reading curriculum for the eighth grade 
students. Other tests in this series refer to the students' 
attitude toward a subject itself rather than any attitude 
he may acquire from the course or that he may have toward 
social living. 
The actual questions used for the testing material 
were based on tests which appear in the work by Howard R. 
Anderson26 in a pamphlet entitled Calling All Citi~. 
Mr. Anderson offers 58 pages of tests on attitudes 
such as thrift, promptness, courtesy, self-control, etc. 
It may be well to note here that the tests are divided into 
eleven units. Each unit is divided into three kinds of 
tests: 1. Information; 2. Attitudes; 3. Skills. Unit one 
-----~~H. Remmers, A §£§1g for Measuring Attitude 
To~ard Any School 9ubject, copyrighted by Purdue Research 
Foundation, Purdue University. 
26 Howard R. Anderson, Evaluation Program based on 
Calling All Qiti~n§, Houghton, Mifflin Company. 
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tests, l. Information as to family life; 2. Attitudes as to 
how to get along in the family circle; 3. Skills, such as a 
family plan for budgeting. 
A selection has been made of questions formulated by 
Mr. Anderson. Some, such as those on family life, were 
found to be more appropriate for this study. Others, such 
as those on the divisions of the Federal Government, less 
appropriate. While the latter are apropos for the readers 
of Calling All Citizen2, since they are preparing to become 
citizens of our country, they are less useful for this 
thesis because such data is not found in the books which 
make up the course of study for the eighth grade. 
V. PROCEDURE 
Testing. An attitudes test to measure pupils' social 
and emotional values and reactions was administered to four 
eighth grade ~roups in four different schools preceding a 
regular course in literature. At the end of the semester 
the same pupils were given the ' same test. The test given 
at the end of the semester, however, asked the pupils if 
they connected any character or story with each test item. 
CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF TESTS AND TEST RESULTS 
I. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE lmASURING INSTRU~lliNT 
Th~ measuring instrumen~. A series of tests of 
attitudes was used as a measuring instrument . The purpose 
of t he tests was to try to measure changes of opinion and 
judgment on matters of behavior. There was no attempt to 
measure abilities, skills or knowledge. 
The tests were of the objective type. Perhaps the 
essay type of test could have been used. In this method 
the children would have written their opinions before a 
certain period of class work, and then again in essay form 
after that period. This type of test was not used, however, 
for two reasons. Firstly, it does not seem to be suffi-
ciently impersonal. Secondly, some pupils might not be 
skillful enough to give an accurate or complete picture of 
their real opinions. No attempt was made to test the 
children by having them solve problems. 
In the tests used there were two parts. The first 
part was made up of statements about which the children 
could indicate agreement, disagreement or uncertainty. In 
this part of the test the child was asked to give j udgments 
on behavior. In the second part of the test he was asked 
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what type of person he would like to be. It was necessary 
to use material which had been va lidated in some way. The 
only material t hat could be found which was suitable for 
this study was in a pamphlet by Howard R. Anderson based 
on Qa1~~ng All Qi~~~.27 Mr. Anderson 's material is 
concerned mainly with politics and civics. Such questions 
had no close connection with this thesis. Therefore, 
only questions dealing with attitudes were used since the 
purpose of this study was to test the effect of literature 
which had little to do directly with issues of civics or 
political science. The material in this pamphlet on which 
the tests were based included items testing knowledges and 
skills. An instance of this type of question was that con-
cerning budgeting. As there was no intention of testing 
knowledge or subject matter these questions were omitted. 
Thirty-eight questions were used in the first part 
of the test and thirty-five group evaluation items in the 
second part. The items were selec ted because of their re-
lationship to the subject matter of the eighth grade reading 
or because of their interest to pupils of this age. Items 
were chosen because it was felt that children would have 
opinions in these areas which might conceivably be changed 
or developed as a result of reading. Some examples from 
the test are: 
'-' 
• ~· 
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24. If you are kind to someone, they will be kind 
to you. 
26. One is always rewarded for a kind act, even to 
a mean person. 
The thought in each of these items might be related 
to the theme of Charles Dickens' ! Christmas Ca~Q1· 
Questions about the "underdog," self-control and the 
like, are ideas running through stories about sports which 
are a part of the eighth grade curriculum. 
Admjnis1ering the_tests. Permission for adminis-
taring the tests was obtained from the Assistant Superin-
tendent in charge of secondary education in the Jefferson 
County School system and from the principals of the four 
schools where the tests were to be given. In each school 
the teacher in charge of eighth grade English agreed to 
administer the tests at the beginning of a semester and 
again at the end of the semester to the same pupils. There 
was no direct contact with the teachers who actually gave 
the tests. However, conferences were held with the 
assistant superintendent and with the four principals. 
Written directions, other than those written on the tests 
themselves, were sent with the tests to the four principals. 
The directions stated that the tests were to be given to 
the same pupils at the beginning of the semester and at the 
end of the semester. They also stated that the pupils were 
e 
• 
e 
• 
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not to wr ite their names on the test papers. Thi s was the 
only oral direction the English teachers were to give • 
The only other di rection the pupils had in taking the tests 
were those wr i tten at the top of each test paper. At the 
beg i nning of the first part of each test was written: 
This is a test only of your opinions, so you will 
not be graded right or wrong. Choose the answers 
which trut~~ully tell what you believe. Do not choose 
an answer because you think your teacher wants you to. 
If you agree with the statement, put a circle 
around A; if you dis agree put a circle around ~ ; if 
you are uncertain or have no. definite opini on put a 
circle around Q. 
For the second part of the test the directions at 
the top of the test read as follows: 
Put a ! in the space in front of the job, profession 
or position in whi ch you would most prefer to be and 
2 in the space in front of the one in which you would 
lea~ prefer to be . Rate the ones in between accord-
ingly. 
II. TABULATED RESULTS 
I~l~ · Results of t he attitudes tests are given 
in the following tables . 
e 
-
TABLE I 
RESULTS OF THE FIRST SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
FOUR GROUPS OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
- - -
-Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 
The number of children who: Given 
A - agree, D - di~~gr_~~-L_JL- uncertain A D u A D u A D u A D u 
1. Some parents govern children too 40 14 12 47 11 5 55 16 12 64 6 1 January 
much. 47 6 10 53 7 9 74 5 2 76 2 2 May 
2. Children should be respectful of 66 1 0 66 3 2 78 5 0 67 4 1 January 
parents regardless of age. 61 0 2 64 3 2 73 2 4 76 1 3 May 
3. Children should be allowed to 23 23 22 34 25 12 35 31 17 29 37 6 January 
choose their own companions with- 22 25 16 23 33 12 23 40 17 28 46 6 May 
out interference from parents. 
4. In real life parents take good 44 7 16 45 11 15 59 6 17 40 16 16 January 
care of children. 34 5 22 32 21 14 48 7 24 36 37 18 May 
5. Good care by parents is 61 2 2 64 6 1 75 3 2 68 3 0 January 
important. 49 0 0 56 3 0 68 3 2 70 1 2 May 
6. After twenty-one years of age 14 34 18 23 40 8 20 48 15 17 42 13 January 
children should respect but not 14 31 4 26 27 16 28 34 18 8 41 17 May 
obey parents. 
7. Guardians take as good care of 16 15 35 26 24 21 27 25 30 23 35 12 January 
a child as parents do. 16 20 27 31 22 16 25 31 25 23 37 18 May 
. 
8. Children should show gratitude 55 2 10 59 8 4 64 9 10 51 14 7 January 
toward parents even though the 50 6 7 58 5 6 63 5 9 58 . 13 6 May 
·parents are just doing their duty 
in taking care of the children. 
-----
1\) 
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TABLE I (continued) 
RESULTS OF THE FIRST SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
FOUR GROUPS OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
= Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 
The number of children who: Given 
A - a~~~~-D - disagree, U ~ unc~tain A D u ... A . D u A D u A _Q_ u 
9. Children who obey parents have a 54 6 6 65 3 3 69 3 10 57 10 5 January 
happier and safer life. 47 2 7 53 4 4 60 5 12 62 5 8 May 
10. Parents should realize when their 64 0 3 70 1 0 73 4 6 67 3 2 January 
children are grown up. 61 0 2 67 2 0 78 3 1 75 1 3 May 
11. It is more fun to go out with the 31 9 26 44 16 11 46 18 ,19 57 9 5 January 
gang than to stay at home. 26 7 30 42 14 16 41 15 25 58 10 13 May 
12. Children are a great expense to 29 19 18 33 28 10 41 28 13 43 20 8 January 
their parents. 34 9 19 44 20 6 42 22 14 52 22 7 May 
13. It is not possible to have a 2 61 4 3 67 1 6 73 3 4 66 2 January 
happy life or fine home unless 2 57 4 0 69 0 6. 72 4 1 76 3 May 
one is wealthy. 
14. Most of the things we believe in 25 21 20 33 28 10 33 32 18 36 27 9 January 
or like are the things our parents 27 19 16 34 19 16 35 29 17 36 36 8 May 
believe in or like. 
15. Criminal tendencies are inherited 5 41 21 9 44 18 8 56 19 13 45 14 January 
from one's parents. 5 43 14 10 42 17 14 51 16 15 48 16 May 
16. There should be stricter divorce 29 10 28 34 20 17 29 19 36 38 19 14 January 
laws. 30 8 24 34 15 20 27 15 34 43 18 15 May 
17. Children should be taken away 36 9 21 46 9 16 47 12 22 48 18 7 January 
from cruel parents. . 45 .. 2 14 53 2 14 61 4 14 59 8 12 May 
----
- -- --
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TABLE I (continued) 
RESULTS OF THE FIRST SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
FOUR GROUPS OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
Group J.:"7 '· - Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 
The number of children who: Given 
A - agree~ D _._disagree, U - uncertain A D _J[ _ _:A D u A D u A D u 
18. Children in an orphanage are 10 42 16 17 46 8 18 45 20 20 55 5 January 
never happy. 8 31 25 10 51 7 5 60 16 16 54 9 May 
19. One should always be obedient to 56 3 7 1)1 11 9 66 6 12 53 13 6 January 
those in authority. 56 3 4 49 9 10 58 10 12 55 11 13 May 
20. Quarreling always makes people 58 3 5 61 7 2 62 13 7 62 7 2 January 
t~.nhappy. 52 2 9 51 11 5 62 9 8 59 13 7 May 
21. Working hard as a youth makes one 6 42 19 17 43 11 18 53 13 15 47 13 January 
not want to work when older. 7 46 10 5 53 9 17 52 11 12 60 8 May 
22. Self-control wins the confidence 56 3 7 66 1 4 68 6 8 68 1 3 January 
and respect of others. 61 0 2 52 8 8 67 5 7 67 5 8 May 
23. Trying to get something for 49 6 12 53 7 8 52 12 19 58 7 6 January 
nothing is one of the surest 48 3 11 49 7 13 62 9 10 67 10 4 May 
ways of becoming a failure. 
24. If you are kind to someone they 40 13 13 55 12 4 52 15 13 40 23 8 January 
will be kind to you. 39 10 15 48 8 11 43 19 16 40 27 12 May 
25. It is all right to "tell tiff" a 17 34 16 23 39 9 17 47 19 17 51 4 January 
person when you know he is wrong. 12 34 17 17 37 15 15 48 17 15 53 12 May 
26. One is always rewarded for a · 27 21 17 47 16 8 40 33 10 43 23 7 January 
kind. act, even _t()a mean persol1,. 50. 6 .. 7 50 7 .. 1.1 ' ~l :?.4 _.16 . 43 18 18 May ... 
-
- - - -
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TABLE I (continued) 
RESULTS OF THE FIRST SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
FOUR GROUPS OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS. IN JEFFERSON . COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
-· - -..,_ 
=- - - - -Group 1 · · Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 
The number of children whq: 
·- .. . .. .... -· 
-· 
.G.i:ven A_: §g:i'ee, D- d:h.2~gree, u ·- Uncertain A D u A D u A D u A D u 
27. The "underdog" is always the 7 22 37 9 36 26 14 45 22 6 46 20 January 
best man. 9 24 29 7 38 24 9 40 33 9 55 14 May 
28. The "tried and true" is always 40 3 24 33 14 24 42 21 21 34 17 18 January 
the best way. 34 6 20 31 13 24 30 17 32 35 17 26 May 
29. Characters in stories always 19 23 24 31 22 18 29 33 21 32 32 8 January 
reflect the author's personality. 22 21 20 36 25 7 25 32 21 38 27 14 May 
30. Poverty is the concern of all 30 12 25 43 14 14 51 15 16 44 15 13 January 
,Americans. 42 4 16 39 16 14 54 17 10 57 8 14 May 
31. We should learn not to hate so 50 10 10 43 21 7 55 16 12 45 17 9 January 
we can keep the law. 48 4 10 48 12 9 53 8 19 43 16 20 May 
32. It is 11 sissie" to be courteous. · 6 56 2 13 54 3 13 68 2 14 55 3 January 
6 55 3 7 58 4 7 71 2 14 62 4 May 
33. The main reason for education is 33 22 12 38 27 6 42 35 5 39 29 4 January 
to learn how to earn a living. 38 17 8 36 27 6 44 31 4 38 34 6 May 
34. One should break a law if he does 1 62 g 2 66 3 10 67 5 5 66 1 January 
not think it good or reasonable. 4 53 9 56 2 7 68 5 8 63 8 May 
35.Public opinion is wrong most of 5 29 31 11 52 10 5 66 13 14 46 12 January 
the time. 10 35 13 8 4:5 . 8 . 9 49 . 15 12 . 50 11 May 
==---= 
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TABLE I (continued) 
RESULTS OF THE FIRST SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
FOUR GROUPS OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS IN JEFFERSON . COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
Group 1 Group 2 
The number of children who: 
A - aR~ee~ - disqgree, U- uncertain A D 
.. 
·u A D u 
36. Poverty and unemployment are the 26 19 20 39 14 18 
causes of crime. 30 24 19 33 18 18 
37. Lying is sometimes justifiable. 25 20 20 24 30 17 
21 21 21 30 25 14 
38. It is all right to .cheat · i:f!-- .'::±' . 1 58 6 4 59 8 
everyone else does. 2 57 3 10 54. 5 
--
Group 3 
A D u 
29 29 25 
47 15 18 
28 42 13 
29 34 17 
4 75 4 6_ 69 4 
-Group .q:· 
Given 
A D u 
29 24 16 January 
39 24 14 May 
14 35 17 January 
23 37 19 May 
6 59 2 January 
12 66 . __ 2 _ May . 
1\) 
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TABLE II 
~OTAL OF RESULTS OF THE FIRST SECTION OF T!ffi ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
.FOUR GROUPS OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
The number of .children who: Agree Disagree .. Un·cert.ain Given .. 
1. Some parents govern children too much. 206 37 30 January 
250 20 23 May 
2. Children should be respectful of parents 277 13 3 January 
regardless of age. 274 6 11 May 
3. Children should be allowed to choose their 121 116 57 January 
own companions without interference from 96 144 
-51 May 
parents. 
4. In real life parents take good care of 188 40 64 January 
children. 150 60 78 May 
5. Good care by parents is impor~ant. 268 14 5 January 
243 7 4 May 
6. After twenty-one years of age children 74 164 54 January 
should respect but not obey parents. 76 133 55 May 
7. Guardians take as good care of a child as 92 99 98 January 
parents do. 95 110 86 May 
8. Children should show gratitude toward parents 229 33 31 January 
even though the parents are just doing their 229 29 28 May 
duty in taking care of the children. 
9. Children who obey parents have a happier and 245 22 24 Janu§iry 
safer. life. . 
., . 
2.22 16. 301 . May 
l.V 
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TABLE II (continued) 
TOTAL OF RESULTS OF THE FIRST SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
.FOUR GROUPS OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
---=---- ------------
The number of children who: 
10. Parents should realize when their children 
are grown up. 
11. It is more fun to go out with the gang than 
to stay home. 
12. Children are a great expense to their 
parents. 
13. It is · not possible to have a happy life or 
fine home unless one is wealthy. 
14. Most of the things we believe in or like are 
the things our parents believe in or like. 
15. Criminal tendencies are inherited from 
one's parents. 
16. There should be stricter divorce laws. 
17. Children in an orphanage are never happy. 
18. Children should be taken away from cruel 
parents. 
19. One should always be obedient to those in 
authority. . ••.. 
Agree. 
274 
281 
178 
167 
146 
172 
15 
9 
127 
122 
35 
44 
130 
134 
65 
39 
177 
218 
226 
218 
Disagree 
8 
6 
52 
46 
95 
73 
267 
274 
108 
103 
186 
184 
68 
56 
188 
196 
48 
16 
33 
. -33. 
Uncertain (liven 
11 January 
6 May 
61 January 
84 May 
49 January 
46 May 
10 January 
11 May 
57 January 
57 May 
72 January 
63 May 
95 January 
93 May 
49 January 
57 May 
66 January 
54 May 
34 January 
39 . M~y 
lJJ 
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TABLE II (continued) 
TOTAL OF RESULTS OF THE FIRST SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
- .FOUR GROUPS . OF EIGHTH .GRADE PUPILS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
------====-=: 
The number. of children who: 
20. Quarreling always makes people unhappy. 
21. Working hard as a youth makes one not want 
to work when older. 
22. Self-control wins the confidence and respect 
of others. 
23. Trying to get something for nothing is one of 
the surest ways of becoming a failure. 
24. If you are kind to someone they will be 
kind to you. 
25. It is all right to "tell off" a person when 
you know he is wrong. 
26. One is always rewarded for a kind act, even 
to a mean person. 
27. The "underdog" is always the best man. 
28. The "tried and true" is always the best way. 
29. Characters in stories always reflect the 
author's personality. 
Agree .. Disagree Uncertain Given 
------
243 30 16 January 
224 35 29 May 
56 185 46 January 
41 211 38 May 
258 11 22 January 
247 18 25 May 
212 32 45 January 
226 29 38 May 
187 63 38 January 
170 64 54 May 
74 171 48 January 
59 172 61 May 
157 93 42 January 
184 54 52 May 
36 149 105 January 
34 157 100 May 
149 55 87 January 
140 53 102 May 
111 110 71 January 
121. . 105 '· ' 62 . May 
--
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_,TABLE II (continued) 
TOTAL OF RESULTS OF THE FIRST SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
- FOUR GROUPS . OF EIGHTH .GRADE PUPILS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, .1953 
===--
The number of children who: 
30. Poverty is the concern of all Americans. 
31. We should learn not to hate so we can keep 
the law. 
32. It is "sissie 11 to be courteous. 
33. The main reason for education is to learn 
how to earn a living. 
34. One should break a law if he does not think 
it good or reasonable. 
35. Public opinion is wrong most of the time. 
36. Poverty and unemployment are the causes 
of crime. 
37. Lying is sometimes justifiable. 
38. It is all right to cheat if everyone 
else does. 
__ Agree Disagr~e Uncertain Given 
168 
192 
193 
192 
46 
34 
152 
156 
18 
28 
35 
39 
123 
149 
91 
103 
15 
._ 30 
56 
45 
64 
40 
233 
246 
113 
109 
261 
240 
193 
179 
86 
81 
127 
117 
251 
- 286 
68 
54 
38 58 
10 
13 
27 
24 
14 
21 
66 
47 
79 
69 
67 
71 
20 
14 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May. 
w 
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TABLE III (continued) 
RESULTS OF THE SECOND SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
FOUR GROUPS OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS . IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
-==--NUmber O'rcEITaren wiio rate tEerOI!Owlng ltems I~2na;- -=======--= 
3rd, 4th or 5th according to which they would rather be: 
Group · .1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 
CHOICE ____ .__ 1__g _ _3_4_~=- 1~ 2 _3_,1_2_ . ·1 2 3 4 .2._ __ T _ _g_.3_1_2 _ _Q]:~!L_ 
Fireman 5 20 25 13 2 4 15 24 12 9 1 18 20 16 5 6 22 18 17 6 January 
6 17 27 8 4 9 25 24 18 4 6 28 22 17 7 9 14 25 10 9 May 
Governor 16 13 5 19 13 6 10 9 19 15 9 14 8 13 14 23 13 6 14 13 January 
8 7 6 27 14 12 14 10 14 30 13 10 13 28 18 14 10 4 20 18 May 
Carpenter 5 1 4 11 45 2 6 8 18 39 5 5 1 11 46 1 2 12 13 43 January 
0 4 0 16 42 1 5 11 28 35 3 8 6 15 51 9 5 12 13 25 May 
Policeman 7 23 22 12 2 3 20 19 10 5 19 16 20 9 4 10 23 22 12 4 January 
6 27 22 7 0 1 24 30 15 10 10 25 26 18 3 10 25 13 14 3 May 
Doctor 39 15 7 5 1 45 13 2 4 0 40 17 5 3 3 39 11 10 7 3 January 
46 9 5 2 . 0 58 11 5 3 3 58 12 8 4 1 44 9 5 4 4 May 
--- -------------
Nurse 35 17 10 1 2 35 37 6 2 0 37 21 7 0 3 38 16 13 0 1 January 
39 10 10 1 3 43 20 10 2 3 48 19 10 4 1 36 20 8 1 1 May 
Housewife 17 16 15 11 7 5 2 3 1 1 24 9 16 9 11 18 10 20 10 13 January 
15 18 18 8 4 21 17 22 8 10 21 30 19 4 8 22 13 20 9 2 May 
Secretary 2 6 16 28 13 3 4 12 37 15 2 7 16 28 16 5 10 10 34 11 January 
1 5 13 36 8 0 10 19 34 14 0 12 20 39 11 2 13 15. 29 7 May 
Teacher 12 28 13 3 10 14 22 13 4 9 14 31 15 2 7 11 30 9 8 13 January 
8 27 16 8 4 9 28 22 7 11 13 22 22 14 12 14 21 11 15 5 May 
Sales clerk 1 4 7 20 32 1 4 2 22 40 2 5 2 17 42 2 4 15 16 33 January 
1 6 5 9 42 5 . 1 . 4 24 43 3 2 . 7 23 48 3 l 8 10 44 May . 
-- -- - - w 
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-TABLE III (continued) 
RESULTS OF THE SECOND SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
FOUR GROUPS OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS . IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
--=== - =---==== - - -- = mm = Number of children who rate the following items 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, 4th or 5th according to which they would rather be: 
Group 1 Group 2 _ Group 3 .. . . Group 4 
2HQlQE --========--J: 2==.2 4 5 :::.1 2 3 '4 ·.· 1 -l..-~~i,._1===:L 2nnm3 L5 =~~= 
Rich 4 15 20 12 16 3 18 14 15 15 5 13 13 12 25 8 10 22 12 17 January 
4 15 14 16 13 3 16 26 10 24 2 16 15 28 20 9 12 23 12 13 May 
Well-liked 
Class president 
61 5 1 0 0 65 5 5 1 0 60 6 0 1 1 49 36 3 3 1 January 
57 3 1 1 0 69 9 1 0 0 75 7 0 1 0 60 6 1 1 0 May 
2 17 18 19 8 1 24 17 16 10 2 22 20 16 8 6 32 11 12 9 January 
0 18 18 12 14 3 23 23 20 10 4 27 19 17 16 0 17 15 20 16 May 
Owner of a new bike 0 2 3 18 43 0 4 11 17 33 0 3 5 20 40 1 1 5 21 41 January 
1 0 6 21 34 0 2 4 34 39 1 2 7 24 49 0 3 7 19 39 May 
Well dressed 3 27 20 9 7 4 18 21 16 6 4 29 19 7 7 1 19 25 19 7 January 
0 28 21 11 2 3 30 2-5 13 8 2 32 39 8 1 1 29 18 15 5 May 
- -
Loyal 50 10 3 1 1 42 15 7 1 0 47 15 3 1 1 51 12 3 2 4 January 
40 14 4 3 1 46 16 8 3 4 55 12 11 2 2 41 19 8 0 0 May 
Courageous 12 17 31 5 1 11 31 18 5 0 20 23 19 4 0 13 24 26 4 1 January 
7 24 27 . 4 0 9 33 25 8 2 14 31 24 8 5 16 28 18 5 1 May 
Cheerful 13 31 13 6 1 16 13 21 5 6 12 21 20 12 4 9 26 20 12 2 January 
14 19 20 5 4 15 22 26 11 4 13 27 31 9 2 15 12 31 6 4 May 
Talented 0 5 7 25 28 1 2 3 34 20 3 10 7 25 23 0 2 10 35 23 January 
2 3 5 30 22 4 4 11 33 26 2 7 8 36 31 5 2 7 32 22 May 
Strong 0 4 6 21 34 1 1 9 16 34 4 10 6 12 36 0 8 10 14 39 January 
1 2 . 6· 19 34 3 4 8 20 43 . 1 6 8 26 .42 4 5 2 19 38 May 
- -- - -
- --
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TABLE III (continued) 
RESULTS OF THE SECOND SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
FOUR GROUPS OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
--N'U;ber of children who rate the following items 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, 4th or 5th according to which they would rather be: 
. Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 
££!0IC§..-=----=-~ £_ .l,_..j _j =1 2 3 4 5~1-w5 r-...l 2 3 4r_L_~~~ 
Truck driver 12 6 16 15 16 28 8 12 9 8 5 8 8 23 24 15 39 17 23 26 January 
7 7 10 13 24 18 7 9 20 26 11 12 18 23 19 33 9 13 7 3 May 
Lawyer 11 35 7 11 0 22 20 17 8 1 
14 26 14 6 1 24 31 13 9 1 
Plumber 4 13 13 23 12 0 11 16 28 12 
2 6 13 30 10 5 15 20 17 20 
Musician 5 6 20 10 23 5 15 9 9 30 
5 9 22 8 17 7 11 24 18 18 
35 14 5 3 9 18 14 11 11 13 
32 14 4 3 8 25 14 9 15 15-
Mayor 
---=-
-
19 32 9 3 2 
16 44 12 6 5 
5 5 20 18 19 
4 8 23 32 15 
6 12 14 7 27 
8 5 22 11 34 
41 14 1 3 7 
40 14. 11 9. ,_6 
- -
13 34 14 5 3 
21 17 18 6 4 
5 10 20 24 9 
8 15 10 19 13 
8 11 17 9 26 
11 6 12 13 23 
37 13 10 4 6 
-18 14 8. -13 11 
--
-
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May : 
VJ 
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~ABLE IV 
TOTAL OF RESULTS OF THE SECOND SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
- FOUR GROUPS OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
=-= =---=--~ rm::·=-====-====-===-==-==-=====~--=====-=-=-===-~~-=-=-~ Number of children who rate the following 
i te·ms according to which they would rather be. 
CHOICE _____ l 2 3 4 2 Given 
Honest 232 37 4 2 l January 
240 41 5 0 5 May 
Kind 52 199 16 4 2 January 
48 206 26 9 2 May 
Successful 14 28 144 61 19 January 
5 30 154 77 25 May 
Popular ll 10 .64 150 30 January 
6 15 85 160 24 May 
Good looking 4 8 15 27 211 January 
2 4 15 38 233 May 
-----
Respected 186 61 6 l l January 
184 95 6 4 3 May 
Loved 88 140 21 9 9 January 
106 149 18 15" 4 May 
Feared 4 10 76 58 115 January 
2 9 100 44 124 May 
Famous 3 19 100 98 46 January 
6 16 97 124 49 May 
Powerful 6 19 40 77 121 January 
6 18 69 . 96 102 May · 
---======--=====--======----=--==========-==---= 
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TABLE IV ~continued) 
TOTAL OF RESULTS OF THE SECOND SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
FOUR GROUPS OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS IN .JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
-----Number of children who rate the following 
CHOICE 
items according to which they would rather be. 
1 2 3 4 5 Given 
Fireman 16 75 87 58 22 January 
30 84 98 53 24 May 
Governor 54 50 28 65 55 January 
47 41 33 89 80 May 
Carpenter 13 14 25 .53 173 January 
13 22 29 72 153 May 
Policeman 39 82 83 43 15 January 
27 101 91 54 16 May 
Doctor 163 66 24 19 7 January 
206 41 23 13 8 May 
----
Nurse 145 91 36 3 6 January 
166 69 38 8 8 May 
Housewife 64 37 54 31 32 January 
79 78 79 29 24 May 
Secretary 12 27 54 127 55 January 
3 40 67 138 40 May 
Teacher 51 111 50 17 39 January 44 98 71 44 32 May 
S.ale s clerk 6 17 26 75 147 January 
.. 12 . -10 24 66 177 May . ,, . 
--- ------ - ----
- - - -
----
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-TABLE IV (continued) 
~OTAL OF RESULTS OF THE SECOND SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
FOUR GROUPS OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 
·· -
--· .. . 
---
-
-Number of children who rate the following 
items according to which they would rather be. 
CHOICE 
--
1 2 _.3 4 5 Given 
Rich 20 56 69 51 73 January 
18 59 78 66 70 May 
Well-liked 235 52 9 5 2 January 
261 25 3 3 0 May 
Cl ass president 11 95 66 63 37 January 
7 85 75 69 56 May 
Owner of a new bdke 1 10 24 76 157 January 
2 7 24 98 161 May 
Well dressed 12 93 85 51 37 January 6 119 . . ··103 47 16 May 
, ___ 
Loyal 190 52 16 5 6 January 
182 61 31 8 7 May 
Courageous 56 95 94 18 2 January 46 116 93 25 8 May 
Cheerful 50 91 74 35 13 January 
57 80 108 31 14 May 
Talented 4- 19 27 119 94 January 
13 16 31 131 101 May 
Strong 5 23 31 63 143 January 
9 17 . 24 . 84 157 May 
·-- - - - -
---- ----
.p. 
0 
-lABLE IV (continued) 
JOTAL OF RESULTS OF THE SECOND SECTION OF THE ATTITUDES TESTS ADMINISTERED TO 
.FOUR GROUPS . OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO, 1953 . 
CHOICE, ___ ·----· 
Truck driver 5 23 
9 17 
60 61 
69 35 
Lawyer 
Plumber 14 39 
19 44 
Musician 24 44 
31 31 
131 55 
115 56 
Mayor 
----
31 63 
24 84 
43 70 
50 63 
69 93 
66 98 
60 35 
80 50 
27 21 
32 40 
143 
157 
74 
72 
52 
58 
106 
92 
35 
40 
... 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May __ 
..J:>. 
f--J 
______________________________ ......... .... 
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III. INTERPRETATION OF TEST RESULTS 
A. Ma.ior Conclusion§. 
Tabulated results of the attitudes tests given in 
May showed relatively little or no change from those given 
in January. Most of the children tested seemed to have the 
same opinions at the end of the semester as they had at the 
beginning. Their reading did not, apparently, change their 
opinions. Similar data were obtained from the four groups 
tested no matter what differences existed as to location or 
conditions. 
In some cases responses seemed to show a slightly 
different trend in thinking from January to May. However, 
out of seventy-two items, only eight items had more than 
20 changes and even in these eight items the majority of 
children gave the same response in May as in January. 
Answers to these eight ·items are tabulated below: 
Test Item 
18. Children in an orphanage are 
never happy. 
26. One is always rewarded for a 
kind act, even to a mean person. 
4. In real life parents take good 
care of children. 
3. Children should be allowed to 
choose their own friends without 
interference from parents. 
41 
37 
34 
28 
---- - - ·~-------------· 
Test Item 
12. Children are a great expense to 
their parents. 
1. Some parents govern children too 
much. 
30. Poverty is the concern of all 
Americans. 
21. Working hard as a youth makes one 
not want to work when older. 
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Number of Changes 
25 
24 
24 
23 
The number of Children who: Agree Disagree Uncertain Given 
18. Children in an orphanage 177 
are never happy. 218 
26. One is always rewarded 157 
for a kind act, etc. 184 
4. In real life parents take 188 
good care of children. 150 
3. Children should be allowed 121 
to choose their own 96 
friends, etc. 
12. Children are a great ex- 146 
pense to their parents. 72 
1. Some parents govern 206 
children too much. 250 
30. Poverty is the concern of 168 
all Americans. 192 
21. Working hard as a youth 56 
makes one not want to work, 41 
etc. 
48 
16 
93 
54 
40 
60 
116 
144 
95 
73 
37 
20 
56 
45 
185 
211 
66 
54 
42 
52 
64 
78 
57 
51 
49 
46 
30 
23 
68 
54 
46 
38 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
January 
May 
The above changes do not take into consideration the 
change in enrollment of classes from January to June. This 
change may be responsible for apparently different attitudes 
as well as a greater number of pupils who seem to have agreed, 
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disagreed or been uncertain about a test item. In some 
instances a discrepancy in the numbers showing test results 
is merely due to a larger number of pupils who took the 
test in May. 
The majority of children in the four groups held the 
same opinion concerning each item with the exception of 
three items. In the following items this disagreement is 
shown: 
Item Agree Disagree Uncertain Given 
3. Children should be allowed 121 116 57 January 
to choose companions, etc. 96 144 51 May 
7. Guardians take as good care 92 99 98 January 
of a child as parents do. 95 110 86 May 
14. Most of the things we be- 127 108 57 January 
lieve in or like are the 122 103 57 May 
things, etc. 
It may be worth noting that in two cases there was 
overwhelming agreement on the part of the children. The 
items were numbers five and ten. 
Item Agree Disagree Uncertain Given 
5. Good care by parents is 268 14 5 January 
important. 243 7 4 May 
10. Parents should realize when 274 8 11 January 
children are grown up. 281 6 6 May 
B. Purul fie SI?Qll.§.§..§.. 
In the tests given in May the children were asked to 
show a relationship between a general statement and some bit 
of literature read during the semester. In each of the 
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following cases the sentence upon which the student 
commented is given first. It is marked STATE~ffiNT. The 
student's comment follows and is marked ANSWER. In t e 
test each statement wa s followed by the question, "Can you 
think of some character about whom you have read who shows 
this? " 
ST.ATEIV1ENT : 
ANSWER: 
Some parents govern children too muc • 
Thirteen children answered: The story is 
Elf YAli WINKLm or the person is DAME VAN 
WINKLE who was constant y yelling at others 
and nagging too much. 
STATEMENT: One should always be obedient to those in 
authority. 
ANSWER: Thirty-five childr en st ted: This brings to 
my mind PHILIP NOLAN • • • IHE ~ WITHOUT A 
CO:QNTRY . 
STATEMENT: Characters in stories always reflect the 
author ' s personality. 
ANSWER: 
STATEMENT: 
ANSWER: 
Four pupils answered: This brings to my mind 
TOM SAWYER and HUCK FINN. 
Quarreling always makes people unhappy. 
Thirty-one pupils referred to MILES STANDISH. 
It is hard to see any connection between the 
topic and the answer . The explanation may be 
that discussion in class developed the idea 
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which impressed itself strongly on the young-
sters. In a similar way a topic, "If you are 
kind to someone, they will be kind to you , " 
brought many references to Lincoln and Washing-
ton. These repeated references must be obscure 
unless class discussion rather than the reading 
itself drove this home. 
STATEll!IENT: Hard work in youth makes a person want to avoid 
hard work later. 
ANSVffiR: Two pupils remarked this was false and cited 
from reading about ABE LINCOLN. 
STATEMENT: Children should be respectful of parents 
regardless of age. 
NSWER: Six children referred to comic strip characters . 
STATE~IENT: Trying to get something for nothing is a sure 
way of becoming a failure. 
ANSWER : Five pupils state d: This reminds me of FRED 
WARD and the S~~LDONE GAMBLERS. 
The reading in this case was not classroom 
reading but rather reading done outside of 
school. The last two examples are set down 
here to illustrate the fact that many answers 
emphasized characters met in newspaper reading. 
It may be suggested here that a rewording of the 
questions so that they would read, "Does this statement 
.e 
47 
bring to your mind some character whom you have met in the 
last semester's reading? If so, whom?" This, if stressed, 
would eliminate answers based on outside reading. 
Concerning the few changes that did occur the ques-
tion rises: Is it reading which caused the changes in a 
child's attitudes from January to June? 
One clue would seem to indicate that reading actually 
causes the difference. There was at least one case where a 
certain relationship was treated in the same way by many 
children. In connection with the topic "patriotic," the 
pupils of four schools tied their reading of The M2n !1thQut 
~ Qountrx to thoughts and attitudes on this particular 
topic. The tie-up between the reading and the attitude is 
a relationship mentioned by children in all four groups. 
The response from the children on this point was quite 
uniform. This indicates, perhaps, that the story in ques-
tion impresses its theme and message on the minds of eighth 
graders. 
Often when a change was observed in an opinion, so 
that a new opinion was found in May, this same change was 
found throughout the four groups. They changed according 
to pattern. The same uniformity was noted in the second 
part of the test, "Number the following items according to 
the order of your preferences." Again pupils from all four 
schools consistently chose to be a doctor in preference to 
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a carpenter, would rather be honest than good looking, 
respected rather than famous . Just what factors may have 
been responsible for these choices is uncertain, but it 
may be that having been impressed by the qualities of Abe 
Lincoln most boys and girls in these groups valued honesty 
above good looks. 
C. Gener_g_l liD.12.!:~.§iOD.§• 
Two impressions seem to stand out as a result of 
this study. They are the ind i cations of the seriousness 
of the students and the definiteness of their opinions. 
The children seemed to t ake the tests seriously. 
They applied themselves to giving honest, accurate answers. 
This earnestness may be surprising in children so young. 
It must be remembered that little or nothing in the way of 
instruction was given to the children. They were given no 
motives for feeling that the data and the tests were of 
importance. 
A second observation is that the children do have 
definite opinions on the material presented. This, too, 
might be surprising in view of the age of the students and 
the maturity of the topics discussed. 
The two above views might be useful to anyone who is 
considering a study of this nature. It would seem to be 
valuable to know that the pupils could be expected to be 
serious and cooperative. 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION 
What definite conclusions may be drawn from this 
study? From remarks which have been made in preceding 
chapters it is no doubt clear that definite conclusions 
are hard to find. For one thing, the character and opinions 
of a child are subject to many inf uences. It is hard to 
say that any thought, opinion or attitude must be due t o a 
certain bit of reading. It is logical to assume that all 
the elements which go into e vironment have influenced the 
attitudes of children during a year of schooling. 
Another difficulty may be cited. In this test and 
in others like it there will be difficulty in formulating 
tests. How can anyone test the exact temper of a child's 
attitudes or the social attitudes which a child has? To 
be more difficult how can anyone assess the part of a 
sonnet , fantasy, or a true biography in forming such an 
attitude? How much change has occurred in any attitude? 
How much was the change due to a certain bit of reading? 
It is difficult to draw definite conclusions as to 
the effects of literature. Different family life, religion, 
cultural milieu, many factors shape the thinking of a child 
so that it is obviously hard to tell what influence re ading 
has had . In the life of any child it would be extremely 
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difficult to know what influences ••• (TV , movies, comics , 
companionship) a child had encountered. 
Tests were hard to find. Many books and articles on 
attitudes and the testing of attitudes were examined. 
Under "METHODOLOGY" difficulties were cited as to the find-
ing of tests already formulated and used. Existing tests 
were found to be not well adapted to our purpose. New tests 
had to be dr awn up. However , there seems to be hope for 
progress in this type of study. In future studies the 
testing material could be handled better. Often enough 
the children did not seem to understand what the question 
meant, even though the pupil was trying very hard to 
understand. As time goes on there will no doubt be studies 
as to ways of testing. There is certainly a need of such 
study when any effort is made to deal with opinions and 
attitudes. 
In a future study more would have to be done to 
acquaint each person giving a test with the meaning and 
method of giv i ng it. 
Perhaps some boarding school like Boys Town or any 
other boarding school might offer a chance for a control 
group and more of a chance to judge reading results without 
too many varying outside influences . 
Eighth graders are perhaps the most convenient group 
to study, old enough to have opinions and ideas and young 
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enough to be rather unsophisticated. An older child might 
be more cynical, as it were, and anxious to curry favor 
with a teacher. 
It may be summarized, then , that the uniformity of 
test answers from four schools where tests were concurrently 
run indicate social mores and taboos are firmly implanted 
in the children of this age group. It must be conceded 
that various environmental factors probably play an impor-
tant part in the existing attitudes of the children. How-
ever, the results of such a study point up the fact that 
ensuing attitudes from reading, while intangible in many 
aspects, are influenced by characters met in a literature 
class . 
As many attitudes resulting from the semester•s 
reading may come about in the future, it would be interest-
ing to test the same groups again at a future date. 
It would be extremely interesting to exami ne results 
from other studies of this type in which more concisely 
worded items were used. The present writer feels that 
resultant data from this type of study may be used to 
revise curriculum in Literature, slnce it indicates areas 
of interest, discloses works of literature that impress 
children and shows the social values deemed important by 
this age group. 
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APPENDIX 
ATTITUDES TEST ADMINISTERED TO THE EIGHTH 
GRADE PUPILS OF FOUR JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS IN 
JEFFERSON COUNTY, COLORADO 
PART I 
QIRECTIONS: This is a test only of your opinions, so you 
will not be graded right or wrong. Choose the answers 
which truthfully tell what you believe. Do not choose an 
answer because you think your teacher wants you to. 
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If you agree with the statement, put a circle around 
A; if you disagree put a circle around ~; if you are un-
certain or have no definite opinion put a circle around Q. 
1. Some parents govern children too much. 
2. Children should be respectful of parents 
3. Children should be allowed to choose their 
own companions without interference from 
parents. 
4. In real life parents take good care of 
children. 
5. Good care by parents is important. 
6. After twenty-one years of age children 
should respect but not obey parents 
7. Guardians take as good care of a child 
as parents do. 
8. Children should show gratitude toward 
parents even though the parents are just 
doing their duty in taking care of the 
children. 
9. Children who obey parents have a happier 
and safer life. 
10. Parents should rea l ize when their 
children are grown up. 
11. It is more fun to go out with the gang 
than to stay at home. 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
12. Children are a great expense to their 
parents. 
13. It is not possible to have a happy life 
or fine home unless one is wealthy. 
14. Most of the things we believe in or like 
are the things our parents believe in or 
like. 
15. Criminal tendencies are inherited from 
one's parents. 
16. There should be stricter divorce lawa. 
17. Children should be taken away from cruel 
parents. 
18. Children in an orphanage are never happy. 
19. One should always be obedient to those in 
authority. 
20. Quarreling always makes people unhappy. 
21. Working hard as a youth makes one not 
want to work when older. 
22. Self-control wins the confidence and 
respect of others. 
23. Trying to get something for nothing is 
one of the surest ways of becoming a 
failure. 
24. If you are kind to someone they will be 
kind to you. 
25. It is all right to "tell off" a person 
when you know he is wrong. 
26. One is always rewarded for a kind act, 
even to a mean person. 
27. The "underdog" is always the best man. 
28. The utried and true" is always the best 
way. 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
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u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
29. Characters in stories always reflect 
the author's personality. 
30. Poverty is the concern of all Americans 
31. We should learn not to hate so we can 
keep the law. 
32. It is "sissie" to be courteous. 
33. The main reason for education is to 
learn how to earn a living. 
34. One should break a law if he does not 
think it good or reasonable. 
35. Public opinion is wrong most of the time. 
36. Poverty and unemployment are the causes 
of crime. 
37. Lying is sometimes justifiable. 
38. It is all right to cheat if everyone 
else does. 
PART II 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
·A 
A 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
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u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
DIRECTIONS: Put a 1 in the space in front of the job, 
profession or . position in which you would most prefer to be 
and 2_in the space in front of the one in which you would 
1ea2~ prefer to be. Rate the ones in between accordingly. 
___ Honest 
___ Kind 
____ Successful 
___ Popular 
___ Good looking 
___ Rich 
___ Well-liked 
_____ Class president 
____ Owner of a new bike 
____ Well dressed 
____ Respected 
____ Loved 
___ Feared 
___ Famous 
___ Powerful 
___ Fireman 
____ Governor 
___ Carpenter 
___ Policeman 
____ Doctor 
__ Nurse 
___ Housewife 
____ Secretary 
___ Teacher 
____ Sales clerk 
__ Loyal 
____ Courageous 
___ Talented 
___ Cheerful 
__ Strong 
____ Truck driver 
____ Lawyer 
__ Plumber 
---
Musician 
___ Mayor 
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